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BELGRADE ALSO FOR USDEL CSCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, CZ 

SUBJECT: JOSEF GROHMAN CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE 

REFS: (A) PRAGUE 0039 NOTAL (B) PARIS 01852 NOTAL 
(C) PRAGUE 0063 NOTAL 

1 . AS WESTERN NEWS SERVICES HAVE REPORTED, THE CONVICTION OF 
ING. JOSEF GROHMAN, CHIEF EDITOR OF STATE PUBLISHING HOUSE FOR 
TECHNICAL LITERATURE (SNTB) AND CHAIRMAN OF CZECHOSLOVAK 
COMMISSION FOR UNESCO AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST IN OCTOBER 1976, 
FOR ESPIONAGE IN THE SERVICE OF AN UNNAMED FOREIGN POWER WAS 
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ANNOUNCED IN THE PRAGUE PRESS DECEMBER 20. HE WAS SENTENCED 
TO 13 AND ONE HALF YEARS IMPRISONMENT, LOSS OF 
CZECHOSLOVAK TITLES AND CONFISCATION OF HIS PROPERTY. BY 
"COINCIDENCE" CONVICTION WAS REPORTED ON SAME DAY AS LOCAL 
PRESS MARKED 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORMATION OF SOVIET CHEKA 
(SECRET POLICE). 
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2. AS REF B NOTED, SEVERAL FRENCH INTELLECTUALS, FORMER 
ASSOCIATES OF GROHMAN IN THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF STUDENTS 
(IUS), IN JANUARY SENT A LETTER TO CZECHOSLOVAK AMBASSADOR IN 
PARIS EXPRESSING SURPRISE AT THE ARREST AND HOPES THAT THE 
GOC WOULD ENSURE FAIR TREATMENT FOR GROHMAN. AT THE TIME IT 
WAS THOUGHT THAT OTHER FORMER IUS ACTIVISTS, SUCH AS OLOF PALME, 
MIGHT JOIN IN THE PROTEST, BUT WAS AWARE OF NOT FURTHER ACTIONS 

BY WESTERN EUROPEANS. 

3. HUMAN RIGHTS ASPECTS: GROHMAN'S CONVICTION MAY SPARK 
NEW PROTESTS BY HIS OLD IUS ASSOCIATES. FROM THE LIMITED 
INFORMATION WE HAVE ON GROHMAN THERE IS NOTHING TO SUGGEST 

THAT GROHMAN HAS ANY CONNECTION WITH PROPONENTS OF LIBER ALIZ AT CN 
VTDUHE SYSTEM HERE OR HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISM SUCH AS CHARTER 
77. ON THE CONTRARY, HE REACHED THE HIGH POINTS IN HIS CAREER 
BEFORE 1968 (DEPUTY MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE 1963-66, 

FIRST DEPUTY MINISTER 1966-67), DROPPED OUT OF SIGHT IN 1968 
AND SURFACED AGAIN AS CHIEF EDITOR OF SNTB IN 1969. WHILE 
THE REGIME HAS UNDOUBTEDLY USED HIS CASE TO PROMOTE 
"VIGILANCE" AGAINST FOREIGN SUBVERSION ATTEMPTS, NO EVIDENCE 
SO FAR AVAILABLE SUGGESTS CHARGES AGAINST HIM WERE TRUMPED UP 
AS PART OF ANTI-DISSIDENCE CAMPAIGN. 

4. OTHER REPERCUSSIONS: IN JANUARY, PRESS COMMENT INDICATED 
GROHMAN HAD BEEN SPYING FOR THE FRG (REF C). THE PRESS HAS 
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NEVER MANTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT AMONG HIS OTHER ACTIVITIES HE 
WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK-BRITISH SOCIETY. IT SEEMS 
LIKELY THAT PROPAGANDA USE WILL BE MADE OF THESE REAL OR ALLEGED 
AFFILIATIONS IN COMING WEEKS. 

BYRNE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ESPIONAGE 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRAGUE03629 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770479-0604 
Format: TEL 
From: PRAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 226/aaaaavpp. tel 

Line Count: 99 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fl 1 049fe-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 PRAGUE 39, 78 PARIS 1852, 78 PRAGUE 63 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 146242 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JOSEF GROHMAN CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, CZ 
To: STATE BELGRADE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f1 1049fe-c1 88-ddl 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



